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Meeting of the Academic Senate
Tuesday, November 10, 2020
I. Minutes: M/S/P to approve the minutes from the October 20, 2020 Academic Senate meeting.
II. Communication(s) and Announcement(s): None.
III. Reports:
All reports were submitted in writing at the request of the Senate Chair. The reports can be found at: https://content-
calpoly-edu.s3.amazonaws.com/academicsenate/1/images/sa111020.pdf
IV. Consent Agenda:
The following college summaries were approved by consent:
College of Agriculture, Food and Environmental
Science
• BioResources & Agricultural Engineering
Department
• Experience Industry Management
Department
• Wine and Viticulture Department
College of Engineering
• Computer Science and Software Engineering
Department
• General Engineering Department
• Mechanical Engineering Department
Orfalea College of Business
• Graduate Studies in Accounting Area
• Graduate Studies in Economics Area
• Graduate Studies in Packaging Area
College of Science and Mathematics
• College of Science and Mathematics (SCM) Courses
• Chemistry and Biochemistry Department
• Liberal Studies Department
• Mathematics Department
• Physics Department
• School of Education
V. Special Reports:
A. President’s Report: President Armstrong updated the group on the year’s budget report and Cal Poly’s
response to COVID-19, and also answered questions from the Senators. President Armstrong explained the 
budget deficit of 33.6 million dollars; this is being mitigated through an early exit program and a net
reduction of 12.4 million dollars, but there will still be no savings this year. In his report of Cal Poly’s 
response to COVID-19, President Armstrong informed the group of a shock event related to the sorority 
bidding process, and also gave a status update on Cal Poly’s COVID-19 numbers and testing capabilities.
B. Evaluation Response Rate: Ken Brown, Chair, Academic Senate Faculty Affairs Committee: Ken Brown
presented data on student evaluations from previous years; in Spring Quarter 2020, response rates
plummeted—this can be attributed to the exhaustion of online learning. They are still carrying out professor
evaluations which open 11/17/20 and run through the last day of instruction.
C. University Advising Written Update: Beth Merritt Miller, Assistant Vice Provost, University Advising, presented a
written report for the University Advising Department, this report can be found on pages 15-16 of the agenda.
D. GWR Advisory Board Written Update: Dawn Jenke, chair of GWR Advisory Board gave a written report on the 
GWR Advisory Board, this report can be found on page 17 of the agenda.
VI. Business Items:
A. Resolution on Suspending Credit/No Credit Grading Restrictions for AY 2020-2021 in Response to Covid-19:
Thomas Gutierrez, Academic Senate Chair, proposed a resolution stating that any courses taken during the 2020-2021 
academic year should not be counted toward specified Credit/No Credit unit limits, that students should have the option
to change to a Credit/No Credit grading basis until the last day of instruction and that Cal Poly should include a
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notation providing context of COVID-19 on transcripts. This resolution will return in first reading status at the next 
Academic Senate meeting.
B. Resolution Opposing the Implementation of AB1460/Education Code 89032 (The California State
University (CSU) Ethnic Studies Undergraduate Graduation Requirement) In General Education (Title V):
Jose Navarro, Cal Poly Ethnic Studies Requirement Working Group, introduced a resolution which established the
importance and need for faculty control of curriculum in terms of implementing the new CSU Ethnic Studies
requirement, affirming that it should be a campus-based university graduation requirement. The group is asking 
the Chancellor’s Office and Board of Trustees to rescind the GE modifications from Summer 2020. M/S/P to
move the Resolution Opposing the Implementation of AB1460/Education Code 89032 (The California State 
University (CSU) Ethnic Studies Undergraduate Graduation Requirement) In General Education (Title V) to
second reading. M/S/P to approve the Resolution Opposing the Implementation of AB1460/Education Code 89032
(The California State University (CSU) Ethnic Studies Undergraduate Graduation Requirement) In General 
Education (Title V). 1 against, 3 abstained. 
C. Resolution on Emergency MPP Appointments: Ken Brown, Chair, Academic Senate Faculty Affairs Committee, 
presented a resolution that would make all Emergency MPP appointments interim, until appropriate consultation with 
either the Academic Senate as a whole or the Executive Committee. This resolution will return in first reading status at
the next Academic Senate Meeting. 
D. Resolution on Pilot Pathways Program within General Education: Gary Laver, Chair, General Education
Governance Board, presented a resolution presented a resolution asking the Senate to approve of the proposed 
guidelines for a pilot pathways program for general education that would promote interdisciplinary learning. The 
purpose is to allow students more flexibility in exploring different disciplines across general education. This
resolution will return in first reading status at the next Academic Senate Meeting.
VII. Discussion Item(s): None.
VIII. Adjournment: 4:58 pm
Submitted by,
Francesca Tiesi
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